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Conflict of Interest Policy
Bluemoon College

1. Purpose
Bluemoon College is committed to ensuring that all assessment and quality assurance decisions are fair, valid, and free from bias.
This policy sets out how conflicts of interest are identified, recorded, and managed to maintain the integrity of qualifications delivered.

2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· Assessors 
· Internal Quality Assurers (IQAs) 
· All staff involved in assessment, quality assurance, or certification decisions 

3. Definition
A conflict of interest arises where a person’s ability to make impartial decisions could be compromised, or perceived to be compromised, due to a personal, professional, or financial relationship.
Examples include:
· Assessing a family member, friend, or colleague 
· Financial interest in a learner’s success 
· Previous involvement in a learner’s work beyond normal teaching 
· Any situation where objectivity may be questioned 



4. Responsibilities
All Staff Must:
· Declare any actual or potential conflicts of interest 
· Update their declaration annually or when circumstances change 
· Avoid involvement in assessment decisions where a conflict exists 

Head of Centre (HOC) Must:
· Maintain a record of all conflict of interest declarations 
· Review and manage any identified risks 
· Ensure appropriate action is taken to protect assessment integrity 

5. Declaration Process
· All relevant staff must complete a Conflict of Interest Declaration on an annual basis 
· Additional declarations must be made if new conflicts arise during the year 
· Declarations must be recorded and retained for audit purposes 

6. Managing Conflicts
Where a conflict of interest is identified, Bluemoon College will:
· Remove the individual from the assessment or IQA decision 
· Allocate an alternative assessor or IQA where possible 
· Implement additional internal verification checks if required 
· Record actions taken to mitigate the risk 

7. Monitoring and Review
· Conflict of interest records will be reviewed annually 
· The effectiveness of this policy will be monitored through internal quality assurance activities 
· The policy will be updated as required to meet awarding body requirements
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